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Atlantic Squadron gives but little additional information
concerning Paraguay, but from what he says I infer he
has no great apprehensions as regards Bliss and Master-
man.1 The papers announce the arrival of Webb and
Washburn at New York, and we shall soon have fulmina-
tions and declarations from these worthies.

Seward has gone to Auburn with the British and French
Ministers to spend Christmas. All his movements in these
days are for political party effect. But his lifelong and de-
voted friend is reported a confirmed invalid, and he there-
fore cannot count on the assistance of Weed, which has been
for him always potent and effective.

December 28, Monday. The papers announce that Gen-
eral Grant leaves Washington with his wife to spend the
New Year's Day in Philadelphia; that he does this to
avoid calling on the President on that day according to
custom. He has never called on the President, nor ex-
changed a word with him since the deception which he
practiced in the Stanton matter and his detection and ex-
posure. I apprehend he has neither called on nor spoken
to any of those who witnessed that occurrence; he has
not with me. The President-elect proposes to fight truth;
is mad that he was exposed. The correspondence be-
tween the President and General Grant ought never to
have taken place. Certainly the President should not have
permitted himself to be drawn into such an altercation,
but having done it, we who were witnesses could not do
otherwise than state the truth. I should not say that Grant
had not spoken with any of the witnesses; Seward, who
equivocated after having .explicitly and unequivocally
confirmed the President's statement, has debased and be-
littled himself to get in communication with Grant. The
papers in Seward's interest speak of his being continued as

1 Porter C. Bliss and George F. Masterman, United States citizens con-
nected with the Legation at Asuncion, arrested and confined on the charge
of being Brazilian spies.